
 

 

Robert currently lives in Wavell Heights-Brisbane - Qld. 
Born in Innisfail (Nth Qld,) he has a fond appreciation of 
the tropical orchids of the northern region of 
Queensland and New Guinea. Since moving to Brisbane 
25 years ago, he has undertaken studies in Music and 
Secondary Education, attaining the following 
qualifications: M.Ed., B.Mus., B. Ed (Sec)., L.Mus.A., 
A.Mus.A. He is a Classroom Music and Humanities 
Teacher for Catholic Education in Brisbane. 

 

 Robert is currently a full Judge with the Australasian 
Native Orchid Society Inc., the Australian Orchid Council and North Moreton Queensland 
Orchid Council. He has a keen interest in learning about orchids, their specific cultural 
requirements, and exhibiting them to their best capacity. Robert is an active member of 
both the Australasian Native Orchid Society—Kabi group and the Aspley Orchid Society.  

Robert has written a couple of research papers focussing on the species Den. canaliculatum 
and its hybrids, which have been published in The Orchadian. In the past, he has been a 
guest speaker for ANOS Inc. National Conference 2013 and a number of AOC regional 
Conferences. Robert is often invited as a guest speaker for numerous local/regional orchid 
societies with presentations focusing on growing Dendrobiums and other native genera in 
south east Queensland.  

The presentation for the 2019 ANOS Inc National Conference is titled Dendrobiums – 
Growing the warm Sections in Sub-tropical and Temperate Zones. It will focus on the 
particular cultural requirements of the sections Spatulata, Phalaenanthe and Latouria. As 
the majority of Dendrobiums in these sections are endemic to tropical regions, one must 
acknowledge that not all are from the coastal zones requiring additional warmth in culture. 
The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the cultural requirements of key species 
within these sections. Additionally, it will address how hybridisers have used particular 
species to increase longevity, temperature tolerance, colour and physical attributes to best 
suit orchid house culture in these more southern zones. 

 

 

 

Robert Reitano – Dendrobiums: Growing the warm sections in sub-tropical 
and temperate zones. 

 


