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The science of terrestrial orchid pollination has 
moved forward spectacularly in the past 25 years 
with the development of new techniques and 
information about the interaction between orchids 
and their insect vectors. There is a vast amount of 
work and uncertainty in mounting and completing 
a project which leads to the successful introduction 
of a single species back to its natural habitat.

This attractively produced book by two senior 
authors in the fi eld, Nigel Swarts and Kingsley 
Dixon, meets the need for a succinct account of the 
major areas of work in the fi eld. Nigel is a Research 
Fellow at the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture at 
the University of Tasmania, and Kingsley, who has 
been based in Western Australia, is co-chair of the 
Orchid Specialist Group of the IUCN, and involved 
with international conservation committees.

Pollination biologists will fi nd it an essential 
reference, citizen scientists who assist them with 
monitoring and collection of information will 
learn the basic technical aspects and principles 
of pollination biology, and orchid enthusiasts, 
conservationists and students will expand their 
horizons. It includes many case studies of particular 
orchids from all over the world. The prime focus 
is on conservation of terrestrial orchids, which are 
facing the greatest threats to survival, and applying 
methods to overcome diffi  culties in propagation, 
enabling the augmentation of natural populations 
under threat.

The introduction covers orchid conservation 
basics, and the next nine chapters cover in situ 
monitoring, demographic study, instruments for 
conservation, methods for culture and storage 
of mycorrhizal fungi, orchid seed germination 
techniques, assessment of mycorrhiza in soil, 
culture of propagated plants for conservation, 
translocating plants to restoration sites, orchid 
pollination, genetic and molecular techniques used 
in conservation, and storage of orchid seed and 
mycorrhiza.

The outstanding features of the book include high 
quality photographs and illustrations, concise 

outlines of methods and techniques involving 
a wide range of species, and an easy to read and 
understand approach that conveys the enthusiasm 
and experience of the authors. 

The hard cover is a work of art, and is strongly 
bound with no dust jacket. Printed by J. Ross 
Published in June 2017, it contains 240 pages, is 
260 mm x 185 mm and retails for $69.95 Australian. 
Not deliberately intending to test its robustness in 
the fi eld, I accidentally dropped my copy and no 
damage resulted. The book is not too large to fi t 
in a back pack and is strongly recommended as 
an essential item for conservation activities in the 
fi eld.

"The need for orchid conservation is paramount if 
we are to leave to future generations the rich and 
wildly fascinating legacy we all enjoy today" (p.4).


