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After fl owering D. speciosum var. curvicaule 
'Daylight Moon' FCC/AOC 2001, I recognised 
it to be a superior plant, and decided to use it in 
my D. speciosum breeding program. I made many 
intervarietal crosses and also bred it with other D. 
speciosum var. curvicaule. What I wanted to do 
was self it and I didn't have much success - every 
self pollination fell off .

In 1997 I decided to try a diff erent approach. I 
took my orchid out of the orchid house and let 
the natural pollinators pollinate my orchid for me. 
Every pollinating insect visited my plant, it was 
a fl ower-destroying free for all, from European 
honey bees to our own hover fl ies, they all came - 
attracted to the fl oral display.

At the end of this creative destruction ten days 
later, I was left with one developing seed capsule.

This had to be a selfi ng, as I had eliminated any 
chance of other Dendrobium pollen being used to 

pollinate my orchid.

I grew many of these plants to fl owering size. 
When they fl owered, the characteristics confi rmed 
they were indeed selfi ngs of 'Daylight Moon', all 
showing the excellent qualities of the parent. When 
'Clair de Lune' fi rst fl owered in 2007 it showed 
potential to be an exceptional plant and gave me 
the chance to fulfi l one of my goals - of obtaining 
a First Class Certifi cate award with a plant I had 
bred.

The plant was grown under my standard conditions 
in a bush house and I allowed the main plant to 
develop fully to large specimen size, waiting for 
the right season for mass fl owering. This year it had 
more than 25 leafed canes about 42 cm long, with 
18 racemes and excellent, unblemished fl owers. It 
received 90.3 points for the FCC/ANOS from the 
judging panel in the fi rst week of September, as 
well as an FCC level cultural award.
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