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I am pleased to announce that the composition of 
ANOS Council remains unchanged after the AGM, 
apart from Wal Heath who has stood down from 
council. Continuity of councillors is important as 
it enables us to proceed with longer term planning, 
and I thank them all on your behalf for their 
willingness to continue.

There have been increasing opportunities for 
members in the eastern states to have their plants 
judged and awarded thanks to the expanded size 
of the judging panel in recent years, and this is 
refl ected in the larger number of awards being 
granted to high quality plants. Many of the 2017 
awards are showcased in this edition of the journal. 
Our congratulations are extended to the growers. 
Expanding the judging panel to include more 
regions is under active consideration to provide 
a wider representation of the best Australasian 
orchids in cultivation. I would remind everyone 
who has won a show, or a section, or received 
an award by any recognised judging panel, that 
they should check their eligibility to enter their 
plant into the Ira Butler Awards for 2017 (see 
irabutlertrophy.org). Applications should be sent in 
as soon as possible.

I have received numerous reports of the diffi  culties 
growers have experienced in coping with various 
extremes of weather this season, unseasonally 
high temperatures, torrential rainfall, and fl ooding. 
For some there has been signifi cant plant damage 
and loss, and for others a reduction in fl owering, 
both in quantity and quality. These eff ects vary 
from region to region, and the particular local 
microclimate also plays a signifi cant role. The very 
light fl owering this year means my collection has 
an early growth start for the next fl owering season. 
Growing orchids is best left to optimists.

Planning for the 2019 National ANOS Show and 
Conference is proceeding, and we are hopeful we 
will be able announce the details very shortly. I 
hope that many members and anyone interested in 
Australasian orchids will join us for what is always 
an informative and friendly event.

I have just returned from the triennial 22nd World 
Orchid Conference (WOC) in Ecuador. There was 
a small but enthusiastic contingent from Australia, 

and we were well represented in the speaker 
programme. Dr. Peter Adams presented a paper 
on Biogeography of Australasian Dendrobiums  
and Charlie McMonagle presented a paper jointly 
authored with Peter Adams on Current Challenges 
in Orchid Judging. Ian Chalmers spoke on Latouria 
Dendrobiums, and my paper was titled Breeding 
Cool Growing Australasian Dendrobiums. Grand 
Champion of the show was a lovely specimen of 
a pale blue fl owered Dendrobium parvulum, an 
Asian species occurring within the defi ned ANOS 
territory, which more than held its own against 
the huge number of South American species on 
display.

At the conference it is traditional to announce the 
host six years in advance. Taiwan is the host for 
2020, and Perth has been provisionally awarded 
the WOC for 2023. Council has already indicated 
to the organising committee our willingness to be 
involved, and to put up a stand for the show. I ask all 
members to talk at their group level about this event 
and encourage everyone to attend where possible. 
We will keep you up to date with progress and 
will liaise closely with ANOS groups about how 
we can showcase Australasian plants. I understand 
it is envisaged that the conference will be held in 
spring to coincide with the fl owering of Western 
Australian terrestrials, and this may require some 
groups to consider revising their spring show dates 
once the dates of the WOC in Perth are known.

The Sixth World Orchid Conference was held 
in Sydney in September 1969 and was a highly 
successful conference for its time. Comments made 
to me indicate there is a lot of interest overseas in 
Australasian orchids. It is a wonderful opportunity 
to promote Australasian orchids to the world, and 
potentially an exciting time for orchid growers.

Thanks to the person who pointed out that it was 
ANOS Mid-North Coast, not ANOS Central Coast 
that hosted the ANOS Conference and Show in 
2016. It was my geographical error in the AGM 
Report and the minutes will be corrected. We 
acknowledge the hard work that ANOS Mid-
North Coast members put in to run the Kempsey 
Speciosum Spectacular every year.

Sheryl Lawson


