
The Orchadian September 2016

The ANOS Conference and Show held in 
conjunction with this year’s Speciosum Spectacular 
at Kempsey has come and gone.  Detailed accounts 
will follow in due course but for now I present 
a few words about some hybrids that caught 
my attention.  Since the Grand Champion was a 
Dendrobium tetragonum, I have selected hybrids 
that have features which are clearly attributable to 
that species.     

Among the many outstanding plants in Henk van 
den Berg’s display was a well-fl owered exhibit 
of one of my favourite Dendrobium hybrids:  D. 
Warrior ‘Jordan’.  Dendrobium Warrior is D. Hilda 
Poxon x D. Ku-Ring-Gai, and was originated and 
registered by David Banks in 1984. It is 50% D. 
tetragonum, 37.5% D. speciosum and 12.5% D. 
kingianum. 

The angles of the segments of ‘Jordan’ remind me 
of the Warrior poses in yoga, with arms and legs 
extended straight and strong.  The poses are named 
after Veerabhadra, a fi erce warrior, an incarnation 
of Lord Shiva.   That connection would be fi tting 
for this fl ower, which is simultaneously graceful 
and masculine and I consider that it represents the 
epitome of this style of hybrid.   

Dendrobium Warrior ‘Jordan’ has never been 
awarded under any judging system and I cannot 
help wondering whether this is at least partly due to 
a prejudice against spidery fl owers with the strong 
D. tetragonum infl uence, in a judging world which 
tends to favour round, fi lled-in fl owers with broad 
segments. Perhaps it is because the peduncles are 
relatively short so the fl owers tend to nestle on the 
foliage rather than being held clear of it, or maybe 
it has just not been out in its best condition at the 
right time. Whatever the case, my eyes are drawn 
to D. Warrior ‘Jordan’ whenever I see it in a show. 
It has well-balanced fl at fl owers with generous 
and well-spaced petals, straight lateral sepals and 
an upright dorsal. The fl owers have honey-yellow 
tepals with clearly defi ned rusty-brown margins 
and a contrasting rhubarb labellum that is large and 
well displayed. They appeal very much.
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D. Graham Hewitt x D. Rutherford Sunspot

D. Warrior ‘Jordan’


